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MY  Father,  George  Jones,  commonljr 
called  BIack  George  on  account  of 
his  íwarihy  complexion,  was  one  of  the  moit 
induftrious  men  in  the  whole  viilage.Hi«  cot- 
tage,  which  was  his  own,  and  partly  bu.ih.  by 
his  own  hands,  ftands  on  ihe  Common,ábout 
afione’s  caft  fro'm  theroad,  near  ihe  great 
Oak  tree,  in  the  pariíhof  King’s  Charleron 
in  Somerfe’fhire  The  Lord  ot  the  Manor 
having  granted  htm  ieave  to  inclofe  a  bir  of 
the  Common  for  a  garden  .mv  fatheT  had  got 
a  thrtving  youtjg  orchard  and  a  lóng  ftrip  of 
potatoes,  befideshis  cortage,  all  ttie  produce 
of  hisown  induftry.  It  ufed  to  be  a  favourite 
faying  with  him,  that  no  man,  to  whom  God 
had  given  two  hands,  had  ever  need  to  want, 
*  For  my  part(fays  he,)  I  never  knew  what 
want  was.  When  l  am  fick,  the  club  fup- 
ports  me;  and  when  I  am  well,  I  warrant  l’ll 
fupport  myfelf.’  My  mother,  befides  being 
equally  induftrious,  was  much  more  religi- 
ous,  and  therefore  much  happier.  Sfae  Was 
as  good  and  as  fweet  tempered  a  woman  as 
any  in  the  world,  be  the  next  where  lhe  wftL 
For  conftancy  at  her  place«f  woríhip,civíiW 
to  her  neighbours,  cleanlinefs  in  her  owft 
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pcrfon,  ber  houfe  and  her  chiidren,  fhe  hací 
i'.ot  her  feilovv.  But  the  moft  remarkable  thing 
nj  her  (I  am  afratd  a  very  uncommon  thiug) 
was  her  fleady  and  uninterrupted  pratftice  of 
family  prayer.  Itmufl  have  been  a  hardday’s 
work  indeed  that  hindered  her  from  her 
prayers.  At  fix  in  the  morningand  eight  in 
the  evening,  as  regu!arly  as  ever  the  hour 
came,  íhe  always  knelt  down  with  her  chil- 
dren  round  her,  four  of  us,~and  read  with 
great  folemnity  and  devotion  a  íhOrtform  gi- 
ven  her  by  4he  clergyman,  which  concluded 
with  the  Lord’s  prayer,  in  which  we  all  join* 
ed.  And  fhe  ufed  to  fay  after  fhe  had  finifh- 
ed — ‘  Now  I  can  go  to  bed  or  to  work,  in 
peace  ;  for  novv  we  may  hope  God  will  pro- 
teól  us.’  I  am  íorry  to  fay  my  father  íeldom 
toined  with  us.  He  ufed  topretendhe  was 
bufy  or  tired  ;  and  yet  it  vvould  not  have  de- 
tained  him  long  ntither,  for  \ve  were  never 
more  than  fix  minutes  about  it,  and  íurely 
t welve  minutes  a  day  (fix  in  the  morning  and 
fix  in  the  ^vening)  is  no  great  time  to  give  to 
God.  One  thing  has  often  flruck  me,  that  if 
any  thing  went  vvrong  and  ruffled  my  dear 
mother’s  temper,  or  made  her  uneafy,  the 
prayer  feemedto  fet  it  all  to  rights.  When 
fhu  had  been  to  prayers,all  her  grief  feemed 
to  be  fled  away.  And  indeed  I  obferved  the 
fame  thing  with  refpetíV  to  my  father  ;  if  he 
eVer  did  join  with  us,  it  al ways  feemed  fome- 
liow  to  oompofe  and  fvveeten  his  mind,  and 
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inaka  hiin  a  great  dea!  kinder  to  my  motlief' 
and  us. 

As  my  father  and  mother  were  very  induf- 
trious  rhemfelves,  they  wcre  very  defirous 
to  make  their  chiTdren  fo  ;  everv  child  wa$- 
emp!oyed  as  foon  as  he  was  ab!e  m  fome- 
thing  or  other.  At  about  thirteen  years  of 
■age  my  emp!oyment  had  been  for  fome 
time  to  weed  in  the  parfon’s  garden  and 
run  of  errands  for  him.  At  fjurteen  he 
took  me  into  h.is  houfe,  and  not  a  little 
proud  was  1  at  obtaining  the  title  of  his 
‘  little  iootman.  The  morning  I  ieft  my 
father’s  cottage,  my  dear  mother,  who  was 
as  kind  as  fhe  was  good,  appeared  to  be  very 
much  affeéled  ;  íhe  faid  íhe  could  notcom- 
mit  me  to  the  wide.,  world,  withqut  firft. 
committing  me  to  God,  who  governed  it ; 
and  then  fhe  k:ieltdown  with  me  by  her 
fide,  and  prayed,  ‘  Gracious  Lord  be  pleafed 
to  have  mercy  on  my  dear  boy.  To  thy 
care  I  commend  him.  Guard  him,  I  befeech 
thee,  in  the  many  temptations  which  he  is 
now  beginning  toencounter.  May  he  with 
folid  piety  and  honeh  diligence  do  his  duty 
in  that  itateof  iife  in  which  ít  hath  pleafed 
thee  ro  olace  him.*  She  tben  gave  me  her* 
blcífiug,  put  a  Tefiarnent  into  my  pocket, 
bid  me  fear  God  and  a!ways  a£t  for  my 
mafier  as  I  would  do  for  myfelf. 

In  my  new  íituation  there  were. tó ‘b©  ftífe 

fome  few  tlnngs  difagrceable.  My  mjftfWÍIfe 
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uas  peevifh  and  fretful ;  the  cook  viofent 
and  pailionate.  But  what  fervice  is  there, 
oi  'ndeed,  what  íituation  in  lite,  howíoever 
rnuch  above  fervitude,  in  which  there  is  not 
Jomethir  g  unpieafant.  Every  fiate  has  it’s 
’tials:  fervants  have  thcirs :  but  if  they 
cannot  learn  to  put  up  with  fome  little  in- 
conveniencies,  they  may  change  their  pla- 
ees  every  year  of  their  lives,  and  never  be 
íatisfied  after  all.  This  is  a  leífon  I  have 
íearnt  by  long  experience. 

Though  by  God’s  bleíJing  í  had  received 
a  more  religious  education  than  mofl  chtl- 
dren,  it  yet  foon  appeared  that  I  had  many 
íaults,  which  it  was  neceflary  for  me  to  be 
corredfed  of  before  I  could  become  a  good 
íervant.  At  firíf,  when  1  was  fent  upon  an 
errand,  I  was  much  given  to  loitering.  I 
«as  then  too  young  to  conftder  that  by  loi- 
tering  in  errands  1  was  vvading  what  was 
not  my  own,  my  maller’s  time.  Befides  this 
íault,  as  every  thing  which  l  faw  and  heard 
in  my  mafler’s  houfe  vvas  fuch  as  1  had  ne- 
ver  íeen  or  heard  before,  I  was  too  apt  to 
talk  of  it  to  my  old  playfeIiows,  or  at  the 
village  íhop.  But  as  foon  as  ever  I  bccame 
a  iiitle  older,  I  began  to  refledt  that  this  was 
very  wrong.  One  Sunday  evening,  when 
I  had  leave  to  go  home  to  fee  my  parents, 
I  vvas  beginning  to  te!l  my  mother  how 
therc  had  been  a  great  upróar  at  the  par- 

íbnage  the  day  before  abou.t . -  ■  Here  fhe 
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put  her  hand  upon  my  lips,  and  iiiicí, 

‘  Charles,  not  a  vvord  more  of  w]iat  has 
pafledat  the  parfontge.  Whatfoeverhap- 
pcns  in  your  mafter’s  houfe  is  never  to  be. 
fpoken  of  out  of  your  maíler’s  doors.  A 
tslc-bearing  fervant  is  always  an  unfaithful. 
fervant ;  he  betrays  the  trurt:  Which  hÍ3  maf- 
ter  puts  in  him.* 

My  mother’s  vehemence  fur'prized  me  a 
little,  but  it  made  fo  much  impreirion  upon 
me,  that  l  was  pretty  well  ,broken  of  the 
fault  from  that  very  time.  Into  how  many 
ferapes  has  this  taltíative  temper  brought 
many  fervants  of  m.y  acquaintance !  1  here 
was  poór  Nic.  Jarret,  the  bq  iire’s  under 
footman,  that  loít  his  píaee,  a  new  fuit  of 
black  broad  cloth.  ajid  a.  !eg,;cy  of.  five 
pounds,  which  he  would  fotni  have  had  by 
reafon  of  his  mafter’s  death,  only  for  faying 
at  ,a  neighbour’s  houfe,  tha.t  h.is  miftreís 
fometimes  fell  afleep  while,ihe  Squire  was 
reading  to  the  family  ona  Sunday  night. 

Nie  and  I  were  at  one  úme  rather  too 
intimate  ;  l  remember  one  day,  when  I  was 
about  fixteen,  having  attended  nay  mafter  to 
the  Squire’s  houfe,  Nic.  prevatled  on  meaf^ 
ter  dinner  to  play  with  him  at  pitch  and  tpfs. 

I  was  worth  at  that  time  five  ihillings  apd 
two-pence,  more  money  than  I  had  ever  pot 
feíled  before  in.my  life.  Inah°Pi  twp  hotirs 
ís'ic.  reduced  me  to  my  lart  ihjfjing.  Jjfut.: 
though  it  was  a  heávy  ííroke  at  the  time, 
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proved  in  tlie  end  a  happy  event,  for, 
bv  my  rnother’s  perfuaíions,  J  refolved 
thenceforv  ard  never  to  game  ffgain  ar,  k)ng 
as  1  livtd,  which  refolution,  by  God’s grace, 
i  have  hitherto  happily  kept.  i  wiíh  from 
rnv  heart  that  all  other  fervánts  would  re- 
íolve  the  fame.  The  praólice  of  card  pfay' 
tng,  fo  common  amongft  íervants  in  large 
lamilies,  is  the-worfl  cuftom  they  can' pof* 
hbíy  fall  into.  My  poor  brother  Tom  fuf- 
fered  enough  for  it.  One  day,  having  rt- 
ceived  in  the  morning  a  quarter’s  wages, 
he  lofl  the  whole  of  i-t  before  niglit'at  All 
foui  s  ;  artd  what  was  the  confequence  ? 
Why,  from  that  very  time,  he  took  to  thofe 
pradices  of  cheating  his  mafler  which  end* 
ed  in  his  ruin.  How  much  better  wculd  it 
be  for  all  Servants,  if  inífead  of  wáfíing 
their  leifure  in  card  playing,  they  M'ould  a*» 
mufe  themfelves  in  reading  fome  godíy 
book,  or  improve  themfe’ves  in  writing  or 
cyphering.  Jt  was  by  this  means,  for  1  was 
never^taught  to  write,  that  1  qualifiedmy- 
felf  for  the  place  of  BailifF which  I  now  fill. 

1  reroember  Nic.  ufed  to  fay,  *  Whilfí  rtiy 
mafier  plays  eards  in  the  parlour,  vvhy 
íhouldfí  thou  be  fo  /queamiíli  asnottoplay 
in  the  kitchen.*  But  Nic.  did  not  coníider 
that  hia  mafler  being  rich,  atíd  playing  for 
fmall  fums,  his  loíles  iaid  biin  under  no 
temptation  of  diíhonefíy  in  order  to  repair 
them-;  befides,  the  Squire  could  read  and 
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wriíe  at  'any  time,  whereas  this  was  our  on- 
ly  íeifure  timé,  and  if  we  did  not  improve 
ourfelves  then  we  never  could  ;  what  might 
becompafatively  innocentjn  him,  might  be 
ruinous  to  us.  And  even  if  my^mafíer  be 
a  profefléd  gambler,  that  is  no  reafon  I 
íhould  be  fotoo.  _A  fervant  is  to  do  what 
is  right,  let  his  marter  do  what  he  will.  If 
a  mafter  fwears  and  getsdrunk,  and  ta!ks  at 
table  with  indecency,  or  againft  God  and 
religion,  to  God  he  muft  account  for  it,and 
a  forry  account  it  will  be  I  doubt ;  but  his 
example  will  notexcufe  our  crimes,  though 
it  will  aggravate  hie.  VVe  muft  take  care 
of  our  own  fouls,  whether  our  mafters  take 
care  of  theirs  or  not. 

But  to  return  to  my  hiftory ;  I  am  aíhám- 
ed  to  fay  that  1  was  guiltv  more  ahan  once 
in  the  earlier  part  ot  my  férvitude,  of  the 
íhocking  and  detertable  crime  of  iymg,  in 
order  to  excufeo.  fcreen  my  faults.  Hap- 
pii  y  1  was  cured  ofit  in  the  following  man- 
ner  :  Having  been  one  day  ordered  to  carrv 
a  bottle  of  wine  to  a  íick  man,  one  of  my 
marter’s  pariíhioners,  *I  áccidenta!Iy  broke 
the  bottle,  and  of  courfe  loft  the  winé.  VVhat 
was  to  be  done  ?  Should  I  confefs  ,my  mis-.> 
fortune  and  acknowledge  my  ctreleífnefs/ 
or  conceal  it  by  a  lie  ?  Áftér  fome  delibera- ' 
tion,  I  reíiiíved  upon  the  lie.  1  therefore 
had  made  up  my  fíory,  ‘  how  the  poor  maii 
fent  his  duty  to  my  marter  and  thanhed 
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tiira  a  riioufan'd  times,  and  that  he  was  a 
little  better.  and  that  his  vvife  fai4<  fhe 
thought  this  vvine  would  fave  bistelifje.* 
Being  thus  prepared,  as  I  vvas  fettfrning 
liome,  I  met  a  pedlar,  of  whom  J  bo-ught  for 
a  penny  a  little  book  containing.  a  ftory  of 
a  vvoman  at  Dévizes,  who  was  ftruck  dead 
on  the  fpot  for  telling  a  lie.  To  be  fure  it 
v.as  Heaven  fent  the  í3edlar  to  tne,  to  fave 
me  from  the  fm  1  vvas  going  to  commit.  *  If 
this  woman  was  firuck  dead  for  a  lie,  (faid 
I  to  myfelf)  why  may  not  f?’  I  therefore 
wemdire<5liy  tíome,  and  made  a  confeffion 
of  my  negligence  and  misfortune.  And  it 
vvas  vvelllorimel  did  ;  for  the  íick  man* 
vvSofe  duty  and  thanks  I  had  vvickedfy  in- 
tended  to  carry  to  my  mafter,  vvas  dead,  as 
I  underftood  aftervvards,  tbree  hours  before 
ibe  bottle  vvas  broken.  From  tliís  time, 
therefore,  I  btgan  to  fee,  what  I  am  now 
fully  convinced  of,  that'beíide  the  finfulnefs 
of  lying  it  is  always  more  for  the  iíTtereft 
and  lafting  comfort  of  fcrvqnts  to  confefs 
the'truth  at  once,  than  to  conceal  a  fault  by 
falfehood.  When  a  fervant  has  told  a  lie.he 
is  always  in  danger  of  its  being  found  out, 
and  fooner  or  later  itgenera!ly  isfoundout, 
and  then  his  charaófer  is  ruined.  Whereas, 
if  he  confefles  the  truth  at  once,  he  proba- 
bly  efcapes  witbout  any  anger  at  all,  or  at 
vvorft  tt  is  foon  over,  and  the  fault  itfelf  is 
forgotten. 

Having 
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Having  now  lived  feven  years  at  the  par-» 
fonage,  and  being  twenty  one  years  of  age, 
my  mafter  called  me  one  day  into  his  ftudy, 
where  he  fpent  a  good  deal  of  his  time,  and 
faid  to  me,  ‘  Gharles,  you  have  Iived  with 
me  a  Confiderable  tiine,  and  it  has  been  al- 
ways  with  much  pleafure  that  £  have  ré* 
marked  the  decency,  f)briety  and  diligence 
of  your  conduéf.  Thoíe  few  faults  which 
y  ou  have,  farther  experienoe  and  more  y  ears 
will,  I  doubt  not,  cure  ■  You  a.re  nowqua- 
liified  for  a  better  place  than  mine,  and  are 
entitied  to  higher  wag*s  than  it  is  in  my 
power  to  give.  I  ha^e  therefore,  recom- 
mended  you  to  a  friendofmine  in  London, 
for  which  pbct*  you  are  to  fet  out,  if  you 
approve  itrih  a  mont h.  But  I  íhould  think 
it  a  crime  to  difmils  youto  a  íituation  ío 
full  ot  temptations,  without  giving  y;ou 
f>me  littie  advice.  Lifien,  therefore,  mv 
dear  Charles,  to  whatj  íhall  fay,  as  Imean 
it  only  for  your  good.  In  thé  firft  place, 
fear  God ;  and  then  you  will  never  have 
any  occafion  to  be  afraid  of  man.-  Á<ff  ai- 
ways  as  in  his  prefence.-  Never  enter  or 
quit  your  bed  without  práyer.  Í>q  aiwavS 
for  vourmafier,  as  vou  would  your  mafiér, 
ifyou  vvere  to  change  places,  íhoijld  do  for 
you.  Lndeavour  to  get  a  pious  friefid,  biU 
avotd,  as  you  would  the  plague,  ali  vyicked 
corhpany.  Be  cautious  of  too  great  (áfifiU- 
arity  with  your  female  feílow  fervants  :  an 
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urdawful  intercourfe  of  this  Uindwill  Aiin 
you,  body  and  foul.  Fleé  from  an  alehoufe 
as  you  would  from  the  Devil ;  if  you  once 
get  into  it,  you  will  never  be  out  of  it. 
Keep  your  monev,  and  your  monev  will 
keep  you.  Here,  Charles,  is  a  Bible  for  yom 
ihe  more  you  read  it,  the  more  you  will  love 
it,  and  the  irore  you  love  it,  the  better  you 
will  be  and  the  happier.  I  have  written 
fome  diredfions  for  )ou  in  the  firft  page  of 
it.  God  blefs  you ;  and  vrhen  my  race, 
which  is  now  drawing  to  its  end,  íhall  finiíh, 
fr.ay  w'e  meet  in  heaven/,  My  mafter’s 
ídndneí?  fo  aífeded  me,  that  I  could  not  an- 
fwer  him  for  tears.  1  was  indeed ’vérv  glacl 
of  going  to  fo  fine  a  pl  :ce  as  L  ndon, 
thoiigh  at  t!)e  lame  time  I  could  not  leave  a 
houle  w  here  1  had  been  trcated  more  like  a 
child  than  a  fervant  w'ith  ut  gteat  regret.  I 
íhail  nut  attempt  to  defcribe  my  parting 
with  my  mother.  No  defcription,  1  am  fure, 
could  do  juílice  to  thelolemn  and  affetftion- 
ate  manner  in  whicii  Ihe  exhorted  me  to  be 
pious  and  juti ,  and  recorr.mended  me  to  God 
ín  prayer.  Her  laft  words  I  fhall  never  for- 
get — ‘  I  knt>w  my  dear  fon  (faid  fhe)  that 
you  love  me  tenderly,  and  that  yóu  would- 
not  give  me  unneceflary  pain  on  any  ac- 
count.  Remember  then,  that  wheneveryou 
do  any  wrong  thing,  you  are  planting  a  dag- 
^ger  in  your  mother’s  heart.*  With  thefe 
vvords,  íier  eyes  brim  full  of  tears,  and  her 
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hands  lifted  up  in  filent  prayer  to  God,  íhe 
turned  away  from  me>  and  went  into  the 

cottage.  .  '  ■  ,  .4 

And  now,  Reader,  you  nnd  me  in  tne 
great  and  dangerous  city  of  London,  in  the 
fervice  of  a  very  wealthy  maflerj  who  kept. 
twelve  fervants  beíides  myfelf.  lf  country 
people  knew  London  as  well  as  I  do,  how 
cautious  would  they  be  of  exchanging  their 
fafe  and  peaceful  íítuations  in  the  country 
for  the  perils  and  temptations  of  a  great 
city.  How  many  young  fellows  have  í 
known,  who  lived  honeftíy  and  happily  in 
their  native  place,  come  up'to  London  in 
the  hope  ot’ higher  wages,  and  tlítre  lorfeit 
their  integrity,  their  peace  of  mind,  their 
health,  their  charaaer  and  fouls.  Workmen 
in  particular  are  very  fond  of  getting  into 
large  cities  becaufe  they  think  their  labour 
will  turn  to  better  account  there  than  in 
their  own  villáges.  They  do  not  confider 
that  in  a  city,  they  muft  give  as  much  for  a 
íirthy  room  in  a  fi!thy  houíé,  inhabited  by 
half  a  dozen  families,  iituated  in  a  cloíe, 
fmokey,  dirty  ftreet,  as  in  thecountry  would 
pay  the  rent  pf  a  cottage  and  a  garden. 
Théy  do  not  confider  the  dearnefs  of  provi- 
fion<*in  a  cíty,  the  temptations  they  are  un- 
der  from  bad  women,  wicked  companx*  and 
ihe  great  number  of  ale-houfes.  Jn  Ihort, 
i  am  fully  perfuaded  that  a  labourer  in  the 
couiltry/on  a  íhilling  a  day,  is  better  oíF 
thanone  in  acity  ontwo  íhillings. 


[  H  ]  ' 

thi^hfnr^Cai2e„,0ú,1y  P'ace' 1  found  evefy 

thing  for  the  firfl  three  or  four  da ys  verv 
fmooth  and  very  pleafant,  plemv  of  provifi- 
ons,  plentyof  drtnlc,  littleworkf  and^ a  verv 
merry  fervanfs  hall.  But  foon  th 

htngs,  wtth  refpeél  to  me,  changed  verv 

íhanh|  „nd  1  undenvent  a  feverer  tempiation 
han  I  ever  expenenced  before  or  fince  in 

jh«  whole  courfe  of  my  life.  1  had  alwavs 

etvh"InH  a'í"  'aUSht  '°  confider  'hat  fobri- 
e«y,  and  dthgence,  and  piety  were  virtues. 

therefore  never'fwore,  I  never  got  d  únk 

úmBg.T?’,Wem,OChurChasoftenaa 

nt  Jj  f  m:v  Pra>’frs  night  and  morn- 
£s’and  on  fundf y  ,at  fcafi,  ifnot  on  other 

Bible  *  Huf  f  i  'P  my.S°°d  Jld  mafier’s 
Bible.  But  here  I  foon  found  that  all  this 

was  the  worft  Vice  I  couid  be  guilty  of.  As 
ít°r?a?  ntheti  n  Und  me  out'  «  feemed  to  be 

a  inal  ot  ftlli  amongft  them  who  fliould 
pfague  me  moft.  One called  me  a  Parfon  • 
anoiher  Methodift;  a  ihird  a  concehúd 
Png ;  a  fourth,  a  cantmg  Hypocrite.  If  I  ' 

ryrrr:her  ger,!'ieman’s  ki,chen « 

was  all  the  fame;  my  charafter  flew  before 

me>  an,d  many  were  the  jefts  and  iaughs 
raded  both  at  home  and  abroad  at  myS- 
pence.  In  fliort,  during  three  months^  mv 
hfe  was  a  conftant  flaie  of  anxieiy  and  torv 
ment ;  fnhat  ai  lali  I  was  almoft  tempted 
Ood  torgive  me  for  the  ihouRtn  io  do 
tliey  did,  and  forfeit  my  everlafling  foul  in 

order 


order  to  avoid  tfee  prefent  uneaíinefs.  But 
while  things  were  in  this  ftate,  1  felt  myfelf 
greatly  and  unexpe<51edly  relieved  one  Sup-. 
day  morning,  by  a  fermon  which  1  happen- 
ed  to  hear  trom  our  parifh  mimfter,  on  the 
following  text  *  Blefled  are  ye  wfeen  men 
ftiall  revile  yoú  and  perfecute  you,  and  íhait 
fay  all  manner  of  evil  of  you  falfely  íor  my 
fake,  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven.’ 
The  excellent  dilcourfe  which  this  pious 
man  delivered  on  thefe  word$  was  fo  ex«<ftly 
fuited  to  my  circumflances  and  feelings, 
that  it  feemed  as  if  it  had  been  addrefled 
folelv  to  me  ;  and  it  pleafed  God  fo  to  apply 
what  had  been  faid  to  my  heart  and  under» 
ftanding,  that  I  not  only  determined  to  bear . 
in  future  the  fneers  and  fcoffsof  my  fellow- 
fervants  with  patience  and  fortitude,  but 
even  thofe  very  fneers  which  I  tormerly 
confidered  as  my  heavieft  ca!amity,  were 
now  no  longer  grievous.  From  ’this  time> 
thereíore,  my  uneafinefs  was  pretty  weft  at 
an  end,  And  1  earneftly  recommend  it  to 
all  other  fervants,  who  have  been  fo  happy 
as  t'o  acquire  fober  and  virtuous  habits,  not 
toíufferthemfelvestobe  laughedout  of  their 
fobriety  and  virtue  by  the  jefls  and  ridicule 
oí  their  féllow  fervants.  They  may  depend 
upon  it  that  their  caufe  is  a  good  one^  and 
though  they  fuífer  for  it  at  firft,  they  wiÚ 
fitialfv  triumph.  In  a  fliort  time  a!l  my 
perfecution  was  at  an  end^  *  Td  be  fure, 

(faid 
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(faid  the  coachman  one  day  to  the  cook) 
Charles  is  a  little  too  religious,  bút  upon 
Hiy  word  I  don’t  think  he  i-s  the  worfe  for  ii. 
Mayhap  it  might  be  befter  for  ús  we  were 
more  l-ike  him.  I  don’t  íee  bu  t  that  he  is 
as  humbíe,  friendly,  and  worthy  a  fellow  as 
any  amongft  us.  For  my  part  I  fha  l  laugh 
at  him  no  longer.*  This  fpeech,  which  I 
happened  accidentally  tooverhear,  gave  me 
great  pleafure,  and  I  foon  found  by  the 
agreeable  change  in  my  fel low  íervants  con- 
towards  me,  that  the  coachman  had 
expreffcd  tfee  opinion  of  the  whole  hall.  It 
is  true  I  did  every  thing  to  obtain  their  good 
wtil  that  lav  ir>  my  povter.  I  was  as  civil 
and  obliging  to  every  one  among  them  as  1 
poífibIy  could.  Was  any  thing  to  be  done  ? 
if  nobody  elfe  would  do  it,  I  never  ílopped 
to  coníider  whether  it  belonged  ío  my  place 
©r  not,  but  didit  out  of  hand.  Ifany  body 
took  it  intohis  head  to  fall  out  with  me,  I 
generally  difarmed  him  of  his  wrath  by 
faying  nothing.  If  any  little  quarrels  or 
mi  fortunes,  or  miíc(>ndu<51,  happened  in 
the  hall,  I  aiwavsendeavoured  to  hufh  it  up, 
and  never  cárried  any  taíes  to  the  mafter’, 
unlefs  when  I  faw  any  body  wronging  him' 
and  then  I  thought  it  my  duty,  or  unlefs 
the  thmg  was  very  bad  indeed.  In  fhort,  bv 
purfuing  al ways  this  line  of  condutf ,  I  foúnd. 
my  íituation  very  comfortable  and  agreea- 
bie.  My  maíier  treated  me  wnh  great  con- 

fidence 


fidence  and  kindnefs ;  my  íejtow  fervants 
with  great  friendlineís  and  refpeír. 

In  about  two  years  time,  the  footman 
that  ufed  to  go  to  market  béing  turne 
nwav  for  drunkennefs,  which  vtce  fooa 
proved  his  ruin,  my  njafter  told  me,  that  as 
he  believed.I  was  an  honeft  and  careíu 
voung  man,  and  perceiving  that  I  cou  d 
write  and  keep  an  account,  he  íhould 
iuiureemploy  me  in  marketing.  To  marke  * 
iherefore,  l  went  every  day,  and  as  1  tiaa 
now"a  góod  deal  of  mv  mafter  s  money^  _ 
wavs  in  my  hands,  1 ;  „ 

thathe  would  be  pleafed  to  preferve  me  un- 
der  the  temptation  to 
me.  I 

Ímrchafe  of  ten 
ruiterer*s. 

gain  and  was  coming 
íruiterer  ílipped  a 
As  I  had  never,  to 
tion,  feen  him  before,  I  was 
prized  at  his  generofity 


prayed  heartily  toGod 
"  d  to  preferve  me  un- 
which  tbis  expofed 
My  firft  exploit  in  this  wáy  was  the 
fíiillings  worth  of  frutt  at  a 
When  1  had  fiftiíhed  my  bar- 
joutof  the  íhop,  the 
fhilling  into  my  hand. 
the  beft  of  my  recoliec- 
;  fomewliat  íur- 
but  fortunately 
aík  him  whéther 
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|lie  higher  on  tha'  account  to  their  mafters.’ 

■  jd  *?»  va,d  I)  the  monev  yóu  giVe  us, 

11  u  fr°rm  the  p°ckefs  of  our  maf. 
*,■  .v  Tr°  he  f“re  ^oes.’  ‘  Why  then, 
(  aid  i)  I  wiil  take  your  íhilling,  but  íhall 
cnarge  my  mafler  only  nine  fhilííngs.’  And 
ismeíhodl  conflantíy  purfued  in  the  like 
cafe  ever  after ;  for  1  think  the  above  men- 
toned  praaice  of  footmen,  which  however  f 
nope  is  not  very  common  vvith  them,  isjuíl 

t^;amenln,C0nfcienCeas*f they  ^ouldfob 
their  maflers  bureau. 

One  Monday  morning  having  fcttled  my 
account  for  the  iafl  week  with  my  mafler, 

Lmfíf  ,hr ' 1  he  had  made  a  ^tftake  againft 
h  mfelf  of  twenty  íhiilings.  As  foon  as  í 
diícovered  it,  I  faid  to  myfelf,  here  tpw  is 
an  opp°rtunity  of  gettíng  twenty  íhillings 
witliout  any  rilkof  deteifUón  ;  but  God  for- 
b»d  that  1  íhoufd  do  it,  as  it  wóuld'ruin  my  ' 

PiffCer  °f  m.ind»  and  deflroy  ,my  foul.  I 
tntrefore  pointed  out  the  error  to'my  maf- 
terthefirft  opportunity.— ‘  Charles,  (faid 
hO  you  are  right,  the  miflake  is  obvious 
1  acknowledge  I  made  it  purpofe!y  to  trv 
your  honefty.  y0u  will  find  that  thisaffair 
will  ^turn  out,  before  long.  to  your  advan- 
tage.  .\ow,  though  I  do  not  think  it  quite 
fair  of  maflérs  to  iav  this  kind  of  trap  for 
their  fervants’  integrity,  yet  as  I  know  bv 
experience  they  íometimes  dó  it,  wé  mufl  b'e 
doubly  on  our  guard.  Indeed,  diíhonéfly  is: 

never 
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never  fafe.  It  always  wíll  out  iomehow  or 
other.  1  have  feen  futprizing  inflances  of 
the  difcovery  of  ít,  when  it  feemed  to  have 
beeíí  committed  with  íuch  cunning  as  to  be 
impoííible  to  be  deteéied. 

One  day,  as  l  wasgoing  tomarket,  I  met 

Sif  Robert  S - ’s  butícr,  who  told  me, 

that  háving  lohg  obferved  my  fobriety  and 
diligence,  he  was  happy  to  have  it  now  in 
his  power  to  oífer  me  a  placé  in  his  mafler’s 
famil y,  where  my  wages  wonld  bé  raifed 
two  guineas  a  year.  I  thanked  him,  and 
told  him  he  íhould  have  his  anfwer  next 
evening.  In  the  mean  time,  I  called  upoH 
ia  pious  and  worthy  friend,  whom  I  coniult- 
éd  in  all  difficulties*  and  aíked  his  opinion. 
After  fíiatúre  delibteratíon,  he  faid,  ‘  Charles, 
don’t ,  gp.  When  you  are  once  gót  into  a 
good  place,  fíick  to4  it  like  a  leechi  The 
rolling  ílone  gets  no  mofs.  The  moreyeaTS 
you  continue  in  one  fervice,  the  more  you 
are  refpe<5led  by  your  mafler  and  all  the 
world.  A  good  family  coníiders  an  old  fer* 
vant  asone- of  themfelves,  andcan  no  more 
fee  him  want  thart  a  near  relation.  Whereas 
fervants  that  are  continúally  róving  from 
place  to  place,  have  no  friend  in  difírefs, 
and  feldoin  get  a  provifion  for  old  age.* 
Happy  it  was  for  me  that  I  followed  this 
good  advice  If  I  had  not,  I  íhóuld  probably 
have  been  nóthing  more  than  a  poor  foot» 
ipan  áU  my  Ufe.  t 
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But  before  1  bring  my  ovvn  ftory  to  an 
end,  I  muíl  beg  triy  reader’s  patience/  iq 
liuen  to  the  fad  fate  of  tny  poor  brother 
Tom.  Alas !  poor  Tom,  he  waa  a  great  fa- 
*n  our  kitchen,  becaufe  he  fung  the 
Deít  fong,  and  told  the  merrieft  tale,  and 
paid  his  card  money  the  moft  treelv  o'f  any 
gentleman  footman  about  towq.  And  tbep 
he  fwore  fo  much  Uke  a  gentleman»  and 
was  fo  complaifatjt  to  the  ladies,  and  puíhed 
about  the  ftrong  beer  fo  merrily,  that  ho 
was,  fatd  our  íervants,  tíie.moft  agre'eable 
Companv  in  the  world.  And  yet  all  tbefe 
entertaining  qualities  did  not  preferve  qjv 
poor  brother  from  the  moft  dreadful  ftat^ 
of  diflrefs  and  ruin.  Qrte  morning  he  came 
to  me  about  ten  o*clock  with  a  vcrv  woeful 
face,  which  was  a  ihing  vcry  unuíual  fof 
him.  and  tpld  rne,  thgt  he  had  juft  been 
turijed  awav  from  his  piace  without  i  cha- 
racter,  that  he  had  no  money,  manv  debts, 
and  no  real  friends*  and  what  was  worfe 
than  aíJ,  that  he  vvas  labouririg  under  dif* 
eafe. 

lom  grew  worfe  every  day,  and  was  at 
length  given  over.  In  the  morning  of  that 
day,  whiíei  was  fitting  at  his  bedftde,  whq 
ftio  dd  c(»mc  m  but  my  d^ar  mother  §fté 
had  walked  130  miles,  except  nc/w anyd  tben 
a  lift  tn  the  waggop,  tp  upon  and 

comfort  her  undcfervjng  fon.  j  ,When  ífte 
íaw  hhn,  pale  and  emaciated,  and  his  face 

half 
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balf  confumed  by  difeafe,  it  fo  lhocked  her, 
that  lhe  fainted  away.  Ás  foon  as  íhe  re« 
covered,  and  was  a  little  relieved  by  a  plen* 
tifu!  flood  of  tears,  íhe  faid',  ‘  my  dear  Tom, 

I  am  coine  to  take  care  of  thee  and  make 
thee  better,  if  1  can.’  *  Alas  !  mother, 
(anfvvered  he,  putting  i  his  ciay  cold  hand 
into  her’Si)  it  is  all  too  latfe.  f  have  but  a 
few  hours  to  live.  It  is-by  negie<fting  youf 
advice  that  I  am  brought  to  thts.  Gaming, 
and  drink#  and  bad  company,  iand  bad  wo- 
men  have  b«en  my  ruin.  -  O !  what  wili  be- 
come  of  my  foql!  If  d>couid  but  live  my 
Hfe  over  again.^— Here  he  was  Íei2ed  witfi 
a  fudden  fit,  and  though  he  lived  fome 
hours,  he  never  fpoke  nfter,  and  died  that 
evening  in  my  mother’s  arms.  1 

Alter  recounting  the  forrowfu!  hidory  Of 
my  unhappy  brothér,  I  muft  now  'haflen 
conclude  my  own.  About  a  twelvefnonfh 
after  the  oflfér  of  a  place  in  Sir  Robert 
S-  i— family,.my  mafter,  in  confideration, 
as  he/aid,  of  my  faithful  fervices,  made 
me  his  butler.  He  was,  indeed  fo  kind  and 
friendly  to  me  on  ail  occafions,  that  I  found 
it  neceflary  to  he  extremely  cautious  left  {I 
fhould  igrow  proud,  or  faucy,  or  famiUar, 
which  fome  iervants,  when  they  have  iíved 
long  in  a  place,  and  íind  tbemfelvds  in  fá- 
vour,  are  apt  to  do.  After  enjoying  thís 
poft  about  fix  years,  our  fámily  beingnofcr 
removed  into  the  counlry,  I  madfe  acquainf- 

-  ance 
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•  with  a  farmer’s  daugliter  fiving  near 
the  great  houfe,  whom,  on  account  of  hbf 
re  igious  and  induítrious  principles  and  her 
amiable  and  cheeríul  temper,  l  wiíhed  to 
make  m y  wife.  She  was  no  flaunter  in  fine 
ciothes,  none  of  your  dancing,  flirting,  fbr- 
ward  Iafles,  that  run  about  to  chriftenings, 
and  revels,  and  hops,  that  will  fuin  a  man 
betore  he  knows  where  he  is  ;  but  a  pioíTs, 
íober,  ftay-at-home,  induftrious  young  wo- 

fPaPt!  c^e  ^  am  ^ure  any  b°dy  might  have 
«ad  her  for  me.  As  I  had  never  heen  guiltv 
of  any  unneceflfary  éxpence,  for  nobodv  will 
call  that  unneceflary  which  I  fent  yearl y  to 
my  parents,  my  fa vings,  the  intereft  being 
added  yearly  to  the  prihcipal  in  the  hands 
ot  my  mafícr,  amounted  to  two  hundred 
pounds.  And  as  Fanny’s  father  promifed 
*o  give  her  another  hundred,  I  thought  we 
4mght  with  this  take  a  fmall  farm,.  and 
maintáin  ouríelvescomfiDrtably  and  decent- 
ly.  I  therefoie  communicated  the  aftair  to 
tny  mafter.  ‘  Charles,  (faid  h^)  though  I 
jim  loth  fo  part  with  fo  good  a  lervant,  yet 
I  think  it  an  aét  of  gratitude  due  to  you  for 
yotir  long  and  faithful  íervices,  to  confent 
readily  to  any  thing  which  may  be  for  your 
welfare.  But  I  do  not  think  it  neceflary 
lor  us  topart  at  all.  I  amat  prefentin  want 
oi  a  batliíE  You  may,  if  you  approve  it, 
undertake  that  office,  and  ftill  retain  your 
treloot  wagas.  Your  father-mrlaw,  who  is 
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ata  experienced  farmer,  will  inftfuéf  and 
aflift  you  in  the  duties  of  it.  I  witt  befides, 
let  you  a  ímall  farm  on  an  advahtageous 
leafe,  which  you  may  make  the  moft  of 
fpr  youríeIf.* 

l  o  this  liind  and  generous  ofter  I  joyful- 
Iy  affented.  And  Fanrtyand  myfelf  have 
how  iived  tpgethe'r  fix  y.ears  in  the  farm- 
houfe  near  the^>ark  gate,  Happy  and  prof- 
peroua.  My  father  being  dead,  and  my 
brother  anu  fifter  fettled,  my  mother,  who 
is  now  vety  otd,  lives  with  me ;  and  fcfy  her 
example  and  exhortariori  I  fiud  a  fenfe  of 
religion  fink  deeper  into  n.y  foul  evt «;y  r)ay, 
r  *nd  indeed  1  am  firmty  convinced  }.y  ong 
cxperience,  that  there  is'  ncthing  in  this 
world  can  make  us  truly  happy  but  thau 
l  addrefs  this  íittlé  book,  which  I  wrofé 
by  little  and  little  ip  the  long  evenings  of 
the  laft  hard  wihter,  to  all  footmen.  1  hope 
they  will  not  be  angiy  with  my  weíl  meant 
endeavours,  but  take  kindfy  what  is  intend- 
ed  ouly  for  their  good. 


f  i  n  1  s. 
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Patli  to  Riches  and  Happinds 
New  Thoughts  fortheNcw  Year 
Hivine  Modcl  ■ 

Ship-wrcck,  and  Execution  of  Wild  Robcrt 
Wifc  Reformcd 
Hiftory  of  Mr.  Fantom 
Lánca'fhire Cottier  Gitl 
Cottagc  Cook  '  - 

Hi  ftory  of  Hcfter  W  il-mot 
Sorrowful  Sam 

Tawney  Rachcl,  and  The  Bad  Bargain  __ 
General  Rcfurrc&ion 
Two  Siftcr»  * 

Happy  Watcrfnan  • 

Huíbandry  Moralizcd 
Carpenter 

Apprcntice’s  Mpnitor 
Horfe  Race 

Pram  Shop  * 


